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What we are covering today…

● The Artificial Intelligence Landscape - what tools to use
● How AI is influencing transcription
● Three use cases for AI in your daily research

○ Using AI to help understand the context of records
○ Using AI to assist in writing stories
○ Using AI to assist in illustrating stories

● What the future may hold…



Confidential - Do not duplicate or distribute without written permission from World Archives Holdings, LLC

The AI Landscape 
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The landscape is changing every week…

● OpenAI - Chat GPT4, Chat GPT3.5, DALL-E3 ($$)
● Claude (free)
● Google - Bard, Gemini, Imagen (free)
● Midjourney, Leonardo, Firefly-Adobe ($$)
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How AI is Influencing Transcription 
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AI-Enabled Record Transcription

 Full Name Relation

Gender Race

Birthplace Father Birthplace Mother BirthplaceAge

Marital Status

Occupation

Step 1: Image Segmentation Step 2: Handwriting Recognition

Field Segment Transcription

Full name McCann, Frank

Relation Head

Gender M

Race W

Age 74

Marital status S

Birthplace Oregon

Father’s birthplace England

Mother’s birthplace Denmark

Family Number 348

Occupation Truck Driver(joint project)

Only a few organizations have this capability. The 1950 Census 
has been transcribed by:
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Pro: Much faster and cheaper transcription process

“In past years, thousands of indexing volunteers spent months or even 
years making census collections searchable.” - FamilySearch
● 1930 = over 1 year
● 1940 = 9 months
● 1950 = weeks

Con: Accuracy drops from ~98% to ~85%

AI-Enabled Record Transcription
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Pop Quiz: What is this surname?

A. Feulmer
B. Feulme
C. Feulmi
D. Feulner
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What does this mean for you?

1. The drop in accuracy means some records are going to 
be harder to find in 1950

2. Corrections to the transcription become very important 
to improve the overall accuracy of AI transcribed 
records

3. Using a second index can help you find names that are 
mis-transcribed in the first index you try
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Three Use Cases for AI

● Using AI to help understand the 
context of records

● Using AI to assist in writing stories
● Using AI to assist in illustrating stories
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Using AI to Understand Context
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Questions

Why did John Brown die 
at such a young age?

What was it like to live in 
Roanoke Rapids, North 
Carolina from 1888 to 
1939?

What was it like to work in 
the Textile industry?
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Step 1: Sign up or log in to Chat GPT

Visit  chat.openai.com
or

download the “ChatGPT” app



Confidential - Do not duplicate or distribute without written permission from World Archives Holdings, LLC

Step 2: Write a question or a command
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Question:

Why did John Brown die 
at such a young age?

Probably from the effects 
of smoking, which led to a 
hemorrhagic stroke.
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Question:

What was it like to live in 
Roanoke Rapids, North 
Carolina from 1888 to 
1939?

Six years before John Brown 
was born, the Roanoke Mills 
Company was established. It 
quickly became the driving 
force behind a transition from a 
small agricultural community 
to a “milltown” with the jobs 
and challenges that entails.
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Question:

What was it like to work in 
the Textile industry?

Long work hours, six days a week, 
low wages, and dangerous working 
conditions.

Mills were not unionized and 
workers had little bargaining power. 
The mill often owned their homes 
and ran stores to purchase goods 
on credit from.

As a white man, John Brown had 
the best situation as women, 
children, and black workers were 
paid less.
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Using AI to Assist in Writing Stories
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Step 1: Generate a topic idea

What do you want to write about?

I want to write a story 
about the time I thought I 

saw a sea serpent 
swimming up the Thames 

River.

��
��
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Step 2: Turn your idea into a prompt

Write a 200 word story based on the following facts. The tone should be historical 
and factual, but in first person, as in a memoir. The title should be “Sea Serpent 
Spotted in Hammersmith!”

Location: The Thames River, Hammersmith, London

Setting: Late evening, the sun just going down

Brief description: As I was preparing to go home for the day, I looked out the 
window of my office onto the Thames River and saw something unusual 
swimming upstream. It looked like a snake, head about the size of a football, 
about 12 feet long, body undulating as it swam. I watched it swim for about five 
minutes until it was out of sight.
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Step 3: Submit the prompt and evaluate the results
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Step 4: Modify the prompt to get the result you want

Retry with a little less dramatic tone.
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Step 5: Iterate, edit, and make it your own
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Tip - Take advantage of tools that make this easier
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Using AI to Assist in Illustrating Stories
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What the Future May Hold



Confidential - Do not duplicate or distribute without written permission from World Archives Holdings, LLC

What is on the horizon…

● AI interviewer to help you capture and write 
stories about your life

● AI search

● AI unlocking new types of content
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