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The Next Chapter in Family History™
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Crafting Family Histories 
Using Newspaper Clippings

From Newsprint to Narrative



• Please silence all electronic devices

• No audio or video recording

• Photos allowed
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Welcome!

Heather Haunert

hhaunert@storied.com
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Utilize historical newspapers to uncover engaging 
details and stories about your family history. Learn 
techniques for crafting compelling narratives that 
combine information from newspaper and other 

sources to create a rich, textured understanding of 
their family lineage over time.

Session Goal
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My Inspiration

Grandma Mom
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What Did I Want to 
Accomplish?
Create a book of newspaper clippings - 
starting at birth until her current birthday 
(95th).

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Take your time - this is 
a HUGE undertaking.
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Where to Begin?
ORGANIZATION is key!

Create a spreadsheet to 
track your clippings.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Jot down the types as 

you work.
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What to Include?
Brainstorm a list of things 
you might find in the 
newspaper.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
What things remind you 

of your loved one?
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Begin the Search.
Search the date using 
location and surname.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Older newspapers in 

small towns likely didn’t 
print each day.
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Expand the Search.
Use a date-specific search.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Hometown newspapers 

first…then local area, 
state, and national.

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1JsUrY38RGDUXkJ8ZaLpDaIj4zXlOh2bn/preview
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Book Stats.
● Ordered from Chatbooks in 2021.

● My book was 96 pages.

● The total cost for a hardcover 10x10 book was $114 - 

and I had a discount.

● Time commitment? Hours. Days. Weeks. Months.

From Newsprint to Narrative
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The Final Product.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Include the name, location, and 

date of the newspaper. 
Don’t forget page number!
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What I Gained.
● Learned new things.

From Newsprint to Narrative

● Better understanding of her life.

● Sense of pride.

● Amazing final chat.
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My Inspiration

Great Grandpa Harry
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What Did I Want to 
Accomplish?
Create a book of newspaper 
clippings AND stories for the 
life of my ancestor.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Adding a story makes the 

book that much better…but 
you’re adding time!
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Where to Begin?

Work Smarter, Not 
Harder!

Create a spreadsheet to 
track your clippings.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Create a timeline.
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What to Include?
In addition to newspaper 
clippings, what might the 
story include?

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Add personal milestones 

on the timeline.



Confidential - Do not duplicate or distribute without written permission from World Archives Holdings, LLC

Begin the Search.
Search the date using 
location and surname.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
If it’s a local newspaper, 

scan it from front to back. 
What do you know about 

your ancestor? 
Are there familiar names?
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Research and Add 
Context.
Tie the clipping to your 
story.

From Newsprint to Narrative

~ Tip ~
Does the clipping 

spark questions about 
your ancestor? Does it 

relate to you?
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Embrace AI
How can an AI tool like 
ChatGPT or Claude help?

From Newsprint to Narrative
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Book Stats.
● StoriedBook™

● My book was 126 pages with 47 stories.

● Color pages in a 6x9 hardcover book was included 

with my initial Storied annual subscription.

● Time commitment? Hours. Days. Weeks. 

From Newsprint to Narrative
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StoriedBook™ Benefits
• Less work building 

the book

From Newsprint to Narrative
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StoriedBook™ Benefits
● Stories are there for others  

From Newsprint to Narrative
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StoriedBook™ Benefits
● QR codes for each story

From Newsprint to Narrative
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StoriedBook™ Benefits
● Tied to family tree

● Interactions!

From Newsprint to Narrative
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StoriedBook™ Benefits
● Indexes created for you!

From Newsprint to Narrative
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The Final Product.

From Newsprint to Narrative
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What I Gained.
● Found out things I didn’t know.

From Newsprint to Narrative

● Put his life into historical 
perspective.

● Gave me the feeling I knew 
my ancestor. 
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Contact Info:
Heather Haunert

hhaunert@storied.com
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